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Prof.	
  Smith	
  –	
  I	
  just	
  
started	
  a	
  science	
  

blog	
  and	
  have	
  10,000	
  
followers!	
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Blogging	
  is	
  just	
  for	
  bloggers….or?	
  

Problem:	
  	
  content	
  is	
  quesMonable	
  and	
  lacks	
  value	
  



•  hWp://video-­‐subMtle.tedcdn.com/talk/podcast/
2011G/None/BenGoldacre_2011G-­‐480p-­‐
en.mp4	
  



Content-­‐based	
  blogging	
  	
  	
  	
  

•  Rosie	
  Redfield	
  (UBC)	
  
– Saw	
  a	
  paper	
  about	
  a	
  
bacterium	
  that	
  could	
  use	
  
arsenic	
  instead	
  of	
  
Phosphorus	
  to	
  survive	
  

– Thought	
  “that’s	
  rubbish”	
  
– Replicated	
  it	
  
– Blogged	
  it	
  
– Got	
  a	
  Science	
  paper	
  2	
  
years	
  later	
  



Why	
  do	
  I	
  blog?	
  

•  Keeps	
  me	
  informed:	
  
– Funding	
  policies	
  in	
  the	
  UK,	
  US,	
  and	
  Canada	
  
– Metabolomics	
  in	
  stem	
  cells	
  
– Stem	
  cell	
  therapies	
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•  Advocacy	
  
– FrustraMon	
  at	
  how	
  scienMsts	
  are	
  trained	
  
– Self-­‐interest	
  in	
  my	
  own	
  future	
  trainees	
  (I	
  want	
  
happy	
  workers!)	
  



Who	
  do	
  I	
  blog	
  for?	
  

Opinions and analysis of  
science and its applications 

Opinions on science 
training and culture 



Who	
  do	
  I	
  blog	
  for?	
  
Filters the literature 
 
People who trust my 
science, trust the science I 
recommend (or slam!) 

Gets ideas and 
information into the 
hands of policy makers 



Too much Talent? SSHRC’s “solution” to the postdoc boom 
-  University of Alberta Asst. Prof challenges new rules 

Tri-Councils should learn from EMBO fellowships 
-  Defined (and useful) eligibility rules 
-  Private pension plans 
-  Fellow’s Network 

Grumpy old men (and women) – feedback on proposed 
CIHR reforms 
- Analysis of new program changes and the feedback received 

Come on NSERC, really – you’ve completely missed the 
point… 
- Response to NSERC’s one application per lifetime rule for 
fellowships 



Should	
  you	
  blog?	
  

•  Only	
  if	
  you	
  have	
  experience/authority	
  in	
  the	
  
area.	
  
– e.g.,	
  I	
  will	
  not	
  blog	
  on	
  chemistry	
  or	
  physics	
  

•  Only	
  if	
  you	
  have	
  something	
  to	
  say	
  



AlternaMve	
  Metrics	
  for	
  EvaluaMng	
  ScienMsts	
  



Challenges	
  for	
  scienMst	
  blogging	
  about	
  science	
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Idea	
  for	
  someone:	
  	
  Trip	
  Advisor	
  for	
  experiments	
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